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1972 has been a good year for the VCT. Restoration of coach 1 is
nearing conpletion, the appeal to restore MS&L 176 has been launched,
Kcighley shop is doing good business, inconic from cxhibitions has bcen at
a high levcl and the postal sales scheme hae been rcintroduced, In 1973
wc can look forward tou the conmissioning of the Worth Valley's expanded
cxhibition shcd at Uxcenhopc and the possible introduction of a special
historic rake of coaches. This would allow the occasional usc of vchicles
which have been rather ncglectcd until now becausc of the conplex shunting
opcrations needed to add them to trains.

It should bec a busy and intcresting ycar and we hope we can rcly
on your continucd support. There is plenty of work to bc done both on the
coachcs and at exhibitions and thc cfforts of our hard corc of active
menbers plus the financial support and goodwill of the rest of the ncriber-
ship arc still very nccecssary if this cncouraging progress is to be
naintaincd,

1973 Subscriptions
Meribers are rcninded that their 1973 subscriptions becomc duc on
January lst. At only 50p pcr ycar the VCT surcly rceprescnts the best valuc
in the railway proescrvation novencnt! Scnd your subscription to:
The Mcrbership Scerctary, VCT,

Chathari Rcport
Beforc we give an up to date report on the rustoration of coach
Nos. 3554 nmeibors nay like to know soicthing of the origins of this
vchiclc.

This class of coach, known by railway cnthusiasts as "Chathan
Matchboards" was dusi_ncd by Maunscll for the Scouth Lastern and Chatharn
Railway in 1921, Thc first batch appecred in 1922 in the standard S.E.C.R.
livery of dark brown/iaroon. Designed spccifically for the boat train
scrviccs, omc was irute.iatcly struck by their 'contincental' appearance,
being larger than the nor:al carriages then in use on the British railway
systen. Originally they had untrancce doors opening inwards to conforr with
their contincental counterparts an. the Fullian cars in service on the boat
trains, pguards coopart .ents having only the single cntrance doors which
tiust have procuced rany problens for pasecngers with bulky luggage to say
nothing of the incomvenicnce to guards and portcers.



Howcver the interiors werce sw ptuous being designated first and
sccond class, Travecllers fro:. the continent, new to railwuays in England,
rugt have had a shock to find thce esccond class sporting velvet scat
cushions and carpcet.d floore! All co .particents were fittcd with pertable
tables in order that iicals could be scrved dircet fron. the Pullian carse
The Svuthcr Rnilway porpctuatcd the <design anc No. 3554 was built in 1923
at Saltlecy by the Mctropolitan Wagon and Carria.cc Co pany. The Southern
soon cispenscod with the inwarc opering coors and guards coipartonents were
iproved with the addition of Joublc coorse Ncw coachce appeared in the
Southcrn livery of olive grecn rclicved with lining above the riatchboarding.
The vchicles were always popular with the travelling pmblic and tany were
drafted to othcr loco hauled trains apart fror. the bouat scrvices.

The atchboards lastcd well into British Ruilways 'ays an. the
first withdrawals took place in 1955. No. 3554 received an overhaul in
1961 and was withirawn later the sa.c year. Acquire! for prescrvation
by Mr. R, H. Edwards it was originally intendced for the VWesterhan Railway.
On the .emise of this scheric a home was urgently requirer. an.. the coach
subscquently arrive! at Keighley in February 1965. Later the coach was
s0lc to the Worth Vallecy Railway an: it reentercd scrvice in 1968, having
the ‘istinction of being in the first train on rcopening lay.

Since acquisition by the VCT in Junc of this ycar progress has becn
rapic, It was cecilled by the Coumittec that the initial works were beyond
thce physical resources of our nenbers and it was agreed that all rcestoration
on tinbers and bocy paintwork would havc to te unlertaken professionally,
The statc of the roof an! ccrtain portions of the interior hac becn causing
concern for soric tine and it was confirned by a firn of shopfitters fron
Bradford that a largc area was infected with dry rot. Work counenced in
August and by the cnd of the nonth all rotten tinbers had been renoved and
carefully replaced, All tinbers reuoved were atched up from the originals,
a tine consuning task.

All reraining brass fittings were renoved and taken away for
clcaning whilc ucuber Michacl Cope dic¢ asterling job by coupletely rowiring
the vehiclec, A not inconsidcrable task was the rcplaccerent of fittings
stolen by ietal thieves, incluiling all conparticent dpor fittings anc grab
han<lce, Thanks to thc withcrawal of 4 COR clcctric sots by the Southcrn
Region a raid (with BR approval) was organisc: to Sclhurst which procuced
genuine Southern Railway rceplaccrients for rost of the nissing parts. The
roof requirced cxpert attention and a represcntative of Plastic and Resins
Ltc (ranufacturers of Polaroof) was called in for his a'vicc. Tho job was
undcrtaken by menbters uncer his Jircction ans in all cost us £170 for
naterials,

By nic Septcnber 3554 prescntecd a fairly rcspcectablc appearance
with the roof finishcd and the paintwork conpletel cxcept for top coat and
varnish, Running gear is being overhauled by ncmbers who arc also undcle
taking the repaint of the underframc. Lining out and lettoering will be to
carly Southcrn standards and is being cdone by our ncuber Poter Easthan. The
last major woodwork job is the couplete refurbishing of the doors which have
becn rerioved for this purposc.

The coupletion of the albove tasks will nark the end of the first
phasec of rcstoration. The total cost of this phasc will bte alnost cxactly
£1000 (ycs, onc thousand pouncds) an' this, of coursc, takes no account of
the nany hours of vcluntecr labour,

Onc job lcft outstan?ing is the re-noquctting of the scats. This will
bce a costly affair, around £800, assuuing we can oltain the corrcet noquette.
Happily the cxisting British Railweys noquettc is in ool order and it is
proposc.! to uaintain this for the time tcings. A few of the scat cushions arc
in ncod of cxpert attention which we hope to obtain via contacts on the
Bluclbcll Railway.



1973 shoul! scc 3554 availablc for linitcd usc on the Worth Valley
Railway. We tolicve that it will Le a crcdit to the VCT and the WVR and a
lasting mcriorial to the coxcellent rain linc coaches turncd out by the Southerp
Railway and its constitucnt conpanics.

IE.I. G. S. H.

S1469
The Bulleid coach No. 5 (fermcrly British Reilways 81469) cnterced
Oxcnhope Carriage Repair shops on Scptenler 23rd for a gencral repaint. Vhilst
inside, thc opportunity will te¢ taken to clean up and varnish the intcrior
anc rcplacc miesing fittings. Repaint will tce in rmalachite srccn and the coach
will sport its old nw:ler. Vhilst we arc pleascd to scc this fince vechicle in
nornal traffic, wc hopec it will be spared the rigours of school party workinies,

Wanted
Thc Sales Dept is nust anxivus to oltain sccond-hand itens of transport
intercst. Books, nagazines, no'lel railway equipiient, dinky tuys, lead sol-icers
ctc are all of intcrcst. If yosu have any of thesc itcrnis for (ispusal the
Sccrctary will bc¢ pleascs to hear fron you,
V¢ shall be happy to colleet from your hone,

Postal Salcs
This very uscful side of our fund raising activitics has rccently bLeen
rcvived by our nenmbers living in London,., Sincc the first list was pul:lished in
{uly sorc £150 has becn raiscd, Copies of the currcnt list can bLe oltained fron
he Sceretary at the alove address,

The Secrctary woul.l welcouc news of any events which may te worth attenling in 73.



